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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


Hello Everyone! 

Thanks go out to all who attended the BBQ Picnic on Sunday, July 7, 2013 at the 
Corralitos Padres Park. A total of 254 adults and 7 children were served a delicious 
meal, including several takeouts. Guests of S.A.C.O. included 3 scholarship recipients 
and 5 parents, along with 7 musicians of the Novi Stari Tamburiza. 

Many thanks to all the helpers ~ Nina Matulich on reservations, Helen Marinovich 
Ukestad and Charles Ukestad on drawing tickets, Mary Marinovich Siefke and Norma 


Hansen on drink tickets, Agnes Gospodnetic Mifsud on dessert serving and on door 
table help. The raffle drawing helpers calling out numbers were Agnes and Mike 
Mifsud and their great-nephew from Florence, Italy, Lorenzo (son of Christina Mifsud). 
Bartenders were John Vodanovich and Ted Nizenkoff. 

Our next S.A.C.O. event will be our Christmas Dinner on Saturday, 

December 7, 2013. 

Hope to see you there! 


At the April 6, 2013 Lamb Dinner, 133 people attended, including 9 takeouts 
and 1 child. 

Many thanks go out to those who attended and enjoyed what many have told me ~ 
the best lamb they have ever tasted! Thank you Peter Kovacich and the KC 958 crew. 
More thanks go out to the helpers ~ Nina Matulich on reservations, Helen Marinovich 
Ukestad and Norma Hansen on selling drawing tickets, Mary Marinovich Siefke on 
selling drink tickets, Agnes Gospodnetic Mifsud on dessert serving and table 
decorations, and along with Mike Mifsud, on calling out drawing tickets. 

Thanks also go out to the bartenders ~ John Vodanovich and Mike Mifsud and of 
course, thank you Herb Lundin, a S.A.C.O. member, who entertained and played his 
accordion. 

A surprise appearance was the city official from Dubrovnik, who was brought by 
S.A.C.O. member Steve MiUich of Monterey. 



Thank you, 
Steve Betick 


S.A.C.O. OFFICERS 


President ~ Steve Betick 
Vice-President ~ Peter Kovacich 
Treasurer ~ Agnes Gospodnetic Mifsud 
Recording Secretary ~ Linda Wathen Espejo 
Financial Secretary ~ Nina Matulich 


S.A.C.O. COMING EVENT ~ 2013 



DECEMBER 7, 2013 ~ Saturday ~ Christmas Dinner 








IN lAEi'AOSIAiA \ 


DA VIP P. STOLXCH 

73 years ~ June 2, 2013 ~ Watsonville, CA 

Husband of Diana 

Sister of Nancy Stoiich Copriviza 

THOMASINE "TOMI" GOSPODNETICH ANTUNOVICH 

100 years ~ July 6, 2013 ~ Watsonville. CA 

Aunt to 4 nieces, 2 nephews, 7 great-nephews, 6 great-nieces 


GARY L. "CQ5S" COSFCDNETXCH 

72 years ~ July 17, 2013 ~ Watsonville. CA 

Husband of Mary 
Father of Greg and Lin 
1 grandchild 

Brother of Barbra Rudisifl and Susan Keller 



CLAM dL KRAU 

80 years ~ August 2, 2013 ~ Sunnyvale, CA 

Mother of 4 daughters, 9 grandchildren, 1 great-grandchild 

and a brother and sister 


S.A.C.O. SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS ~ 2013 


RYAN HEIM 

Parents ~ Layne <8 Karen Heim 
Grandmother ~ Ann Spikuia Heim 
Great-Grandmother <5 Great-Grandfather 
Anna <8 Vince Spikuia 

MAX MARINOVICH SEARS 



AMBROSEJJ SMITH 
Mother ~ Katie Afaga Smith 
Grandfather <S Grandmother 
Nick <8 Pat Alaga 


























Graduation 


THANK-YOU'5 FROM THE_ SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

bear S. A. C. O. Committee. 

Thank you again for awarding me your organizations scholarship. My great 
grandparents and my grandma would have been very proud of me for receiving this 
honor. I have enclosed a copy of my school year class schedule for Cabrillo. 

I look forward to starting a new chapter and life journey of my education in college 
This scholarship is greatly appreciated and thank you again for this honor. 

Sincerely, 

Ryan Heim 






bear S.A.C.O., 

Thank you for choosing me to accept this scholarship for six hundred dollars. 

Money has been pretty tight lately, so this is really appreciated. I am proud to be of 
Croatian descent and will make this go a tong way in my education at Cabrillo College. 
Four hundred will be used to pay for eight credits for one semester, then the last two 
hundred will be used for books. This scholarship is putting me on the track for 
success, and I plan to stay on that path through Cabrillo so I can later transfer to a 
University. Thank you, I will hopefully meet all of you at the BBQ on July 7th. 

Sincerely, 

z. ■+. ^ Max Marinovich Sears 


EACH OF THE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS RECEIVEb A $600.00 SCHOLARSHIP 

*********************************:* **X**X***>**i*Ar*i****r**X****nkr*t*t*e*****r*-+***r****1t*r 


TRAVEL TO BEAUTIFUL ZADAR. CROATIA!!! 


I 






Zadar is the laid-back little sister to bubrovnik. Flanked by 
dozens of idyllic Adriatic islands and within an hour's drive of five 
national parks, the peninsula city's natural beauty is matched only 
by its epic history. While the city center is on the Old Town 
Peninsula, most of Zadar is on the mainland. Modern public art and 
a lively cafe scene keep all parts of the city very 21st century. 

This is the Adriatic, land of grilled seafood: you can't go wrong ordering 
fish, calamari, and mussels "na gradele" (grilled). Wash it all down with a 
glass of "rakija" (brandy) or "travarica" (an herbal spirit). For a late- 
night snack try "burek" a savory cheese-filled phyllo pastry, with a cup 
of Turkish-sty/e coffee favored by Croats. NIGHTLIFE - After dark, 
you can walk to the Garden atop the city walls for live jazz, Latin 
grooves, or electronica. Sip a local Karlovacko beer and play a game of 
chess or just soak up the relaxed atmosphere that seems distinctly 
European. 
















S.A.C.O. BBQ/PICNIC 

July 7 . 2013 


DESSERTS 


Norma Hansen 
Joyce Kalich 
Mary Marinovich Siefke 
Deborah Davis 
Karen Betick 
S.A.C.O. 




PRIZES 

Norma Hansen 
Frances Heick 
Betty Kesovia Bobeda 
Mark Davis 
Steve Betick 
Nina Matuiich 


LORENZO 


Seri Anne Simmons 
Stephanie Buiich 
Janey Leonardich 
Helen Marinovich Ukestad 
Sharon Aiaga 
Judy Hager 
Mary Upanovich 
Ed Shean 

Pauline Dabo Mifsud 
Betty Stavinic Jones 
Lucille Deretich 
Anne Sizdich 
Morgan Rusconi 
Christina Justus Sarcia 
Nina Ivetich Caldwell 
Joy Cicisly 

Lillian Jercich Nielsen 
Marcus Mifsud 
Pat Sospodnetich Solano 
Margaret Pedulla 
Pete Harris 
Senevieve Simmunovich 
Slavica Kusanovich Zatac 
Susan Radin Sallagher 
Catherine Radin 


S.A.C.O. 

Seri Anne Simmons 
Ted Nizenkoff 
Maryann Buiich Schnitter 
Sue Bloom 
Bob Leonardich 
Diane Robey 

Helen Marinovich Ukestad 
Judy Carey Eiskamp 
Dr. Eric Del Piero 
Frances Matuiich Osorio 
Pauline Dabo Mifsud 
Betty Stavinic Jones 
John Vodanovich 
John Lukrich 
Valerie Justus Rusconi 
Christina Justus Sarcia 
Ann Backovich 
Anne Lukrich Dobler 
Lillian Jercich Nielsen 
Pat Sospodnetich Solano 
Nick Drobac 
Senevieve Simmunovich 
Rudolph Pedulla 













SACO. LAMB DINNER 

APRIL 6, 2013 


DESSERTS 


d 

1 


Norma Hansen 
Karen Belick 
Janey Leonardich 
Seri Anne Simmons 
S.A.C.O. 

Lillian Jercich Nielsen 
Helen Marinovich Ukestad 
Judy Carey Eiskamp 
Stephanie Buiich 
Pat Sospodnetich Solano 
Lynn Hodges 
Mary Marinovich Siefke 
Betty Slavinic Jones 
Kathy Weigdent 
Susan Radin Gallagher 
Cathy Pekoch Schmpeler 
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PRIZES 

Frances Heick 
Norma Hansen 
Steve MiHich 
Betty Kosovia Bobeda 
Rudolph Pedulla 
Steve Belick 
John Vodanovich 
Bob Leonardich 
Tom Simmons 
S.A.C.O. 

Ted Nizenkoff 
Lillian Jercich Nielsen 
Nita Sizdich 
Sue Bloom 

Helen Marinovich Ukestad 
Diane Rcbsy 
Mark Davis 

Maryann Buiich Schnitter 
Nina Matulich 
Alex Solano 
Deborah Davis 
Frances Matulich Osorio 
Betty Slavinic Jones 
Carol Harris 
Sandy Jurach 
Pete Harris 


Dear members of S. A. C. O.: 

The new edition of "The Slav Community of Watsonville, California" will cover the 
years 1920-1929, and has mostly been researched. In other words, we now have the 
text information from the local newspaper articles and just like in the last book, we 
are trying to put in photos to illustrate the various events. 

The most important events to illustrate are the births, marriages and deaths. If 
you have any photos of people who were born, married or died in the 1920's, please 
let us know. Photos will add much interest to the book, and will be of value to the 
descendants of these people. For births, a photo of the person as a baby or child is 
best. 

Also of interest are photos of floods, fires, parades, sports teams or just a view of 
downtown Watsonville taken in the 1920's. Also photos of houses where these people 
lived. 

The copying of photos is painless and takes very little time. I can come to you with 
a portable scanner and do the job in minutes. And I will give you a copy of the scans 
on disk. If in doubt, give me a call and we'll talk about it. 

Tom Ninkovich 
831-247-4456 
tom@croatia-in-eng!ish. com 

















Meeting the Chilean Members of our Mekis Family 

Our dad, Andrew Mekis, was bom in Watsonville in 1920, and grew up learning very /V 
little from his father Marko about the Mekis family who had remained in Croatia. There were ^ 
strong connections with his mother's family (the Korac family of Gruda), but not with the Mekis 
family of Poljice. Mom and dad visited Croatia 10 times between 1969 and 1998, but there was 
very little contact with the Mekis family there. Thus, none of us (his children) knew much about i, 
them either. .., 4 ^' 

In 2003 I learned of Niko Kapetanic's work on the genealogy of families from the - 
Konavle area of Croatia, and we ordered a family history. It was then that we began to 
understand more about our family in Croatia. At the same time, we learned that our grandfather's 
uncle (bom in 1838) had emigrated from Croatia - he was listed on the genealogy as having 
"Moved to Valparaiso Chile." 

Since our first family trip to Croatia in 1998, we have all fallen in love with Croatia, and 
have continued to travel there as often as we can. On each of these trips, we have learned more 
about our family's roots, and continue to meet members of our family. 

On a trip to Croatia in 2008, one of my Croatian cousins told me that descendanats of the 
Mekis family who immigrated to Chile had returned to Croatia for the first time. They came in 
2007 and visited the old Mekis house and graveyard in Poljice. My cousin handed me a small 
slip of paper with the name, Josefina Mekis, and an email address written on it. I wrote to 
Josefina (who lives in Santiago, Chile) in 2008, and we began to exchange family information by 
email. 


Then, in February of this year, I received a surprising email from Chile. There was going 
to be a Mekis family wedding in Santiago and they asked, "Why don't you come to Santiago for 
the wedding? Imagine.you should come!!" 

So, my sister, Kathy Mekis Miller, and my son Nicholas and I, scheduled our flights 
(through Adriatic Travel of course), and we were off to meet another branch of our Mekis 
family. Our trip to Santiago, the wedding, and the family reunion, were all beyond anything we 
could have imagined. It was as if no lime had lapsed since our families had been together - even 
though we had never met. It had been more than 150 years since our grandfather's uncle had left 
Croatia for Chile. If it weren't for Niko Kapetanic's work, this reunion would never have 
happened. We would never have known about our relatives in Chile. 

We like to think our ancestors, Luka, Mato, and Marko Mekis would have been 
delighted. Perhaps they were watching the Mekis wedding in Santiago, and toasting the 
creativity of their grandchildren and great grandchildren, and our efforts to find each other across 
continents - all of us originating from the little village of Poljice in Konavle. 


Donna Mekis 




P.S. Niko Kapetanic has spent more than thirty years researching the history and families of 
Konavle, Croatia. His genealogies are based on Catholic Church records kept by parish priests 
for over 600 years. If your family is from Konavle, and you are interested in ordering a family 
genealogy, you can contact Niko at: niko.kapetanic@du.htnet.hr 


Santiago, Chile 


Donna, Nicholas, Mekis cousins, Kathy 
at Valparaiso, Chile harbor 
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JOHN B ASOR 
realtor* 


(f 1 1 ) 723-076 BUS. (Ol) 73 M 23 l BUT 
rflHmWu mTTffM T 
.n Msha K te ton CMAIL 


CAMPOS 
REAL ESTATE 

MICiAQ/dL 

«tidOfOi/ Cl «Sk 


PROPERTIES 

Spomenka Zaninovich 

Owner/Broker 

DIRECT: 831.840.5519 FAX: 831.763-9730 
www.pajarodunes4u.com 
spomenkaz@yahoo.com 
QPajaro Dunes 

2661 Beach Rd.Bldg.2. Watsonville, CA 95076 


MARTY FRANICH 

FORD . UNCOLN - MERCURY 
550 AUlo Center Drive • watsonvtfe, CA 95076 
But ( 831 ) 722-4161 • F®c 1831 ) 72 +lMl 
I-Mail: rocWmfTinlchfort.com 


ROCKY FRANICH 

Piteridfcm 




Built<°Last 


«4 DRSA"dC travel 

AtSTKSViV? T! 

Since 1985 

X 

TRA/ELSA/ERS 

JELKA BASOR 


Manager 


40 Brennan St 

Tel: (831) 728-7766 

Watsonville, CA 95076 U.SA 

(800) 488-7565 

CST# 1013114-10 

Fax: (831) 728-0379 


wwvvu4driaticTraveIAgency.com E-mail: AdriaticJB0aoI.«vfn 


CADRI #01265436 
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SCURICH 

Insurance 

Services 
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